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European common reed, or Phragmites australis, is an invasive plant
from Europe and Asia now found throughout Ontario. In Muskoka, it
is most often found in roadside ditches, wetlands, .

and sandy areas along the Georgian Bay coast.

The plant spreads to new areas through stems, rhizomes
and seeds. Rhizomes, broken by natural actions such as
waves or through human actions like site disturbance,
quickly spread and take root in new locations.

Once established, the plants quickly form thick stands
that out-compete native species while the roots release
toxins into the soil fo inhibit the growth of other plants.
These tall, dense stands degrade shoreline and wetland
areas, block road-side views, reduce access to the water ™
for swimming, fishing and hunting, and dry plant material can pose a
fire hazard.

You can help stop the spread of Phragmites!

4 Learn how to identify invasive Phragmites and how to avoid acciden-
tally spreading it through its root fragments and seeds.

4 Do not plant invasive Phragmites. Gardeners should use only native
or non-invasive plants.

4 Stay on designated trails and out of areas with invasive Phragmites.
When leaving an area, brush off clothing and clean equipment
onsite to avoid the transfer of seeds to new areas. Remove all visible
portions of plants and dispose of them in a garbage bag.

4 Do not compost invasive Phragmites. Both seeds and rhizomes can
survive and grow in compost.

4 Report sightings of invasive Phragmites through PhragSpotter (www.
stoptheinvasion.ca/phragspotter), EDDMapS Ontario (www.eddmaps.
org/ontario), by phone at 1-800-563-7711 or by email at info@
invadingspecies.com.
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