


Help your investment grow!

Reduced water clarity can result in an 8.596
decrease in your property value!

Studies demonstrate that property values decrease
as water quality declines.   The single most impor-
tant thing you can do to protect the value of your
waterfront investment is to maintain the water
quality in your lake.

The natural vegetation on your property, especially
that located along
your shoreline, is an
excellent and low cost
way to maintain the
quality of your water
and protect your land
from erosion. Think of
the natural vegetation=
on your property as a
free shoreline  insurance  policy.

Your buffer zone is in a constant state of change.
Dead,  dying,  diseased,  and  dangerous  material
can be removed  in order to  improve the health,
safety and aesthetics of your property.

Ripariart Buffer
birfers water from pollution
and from sediment ln runoff

Whether you are planning a major construction
project or just maintaining what you have,  it is
important to:

•   MINIMIZE the types and amount of traff ic

your buffer area receives. Simple foot traff ic
can drive oxygen out of the soil and allow
for water runoff.

•   MAINTAIN natural forest floor coverings and
keep natural areas as large as possible.

•   INCORPORATE a woodchip-style mulch

approximately 2-4" thick in high traffic areas
to condense traffic flow and minimize
damage.

•   LEAVE some dead or dying material on your

property, if it isn't a hazard, to enhance
wildlife habitat.

•   CHECK with local authorities before
removing vegetation from your property so
you don't contravene any laws.
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Where to f ind more
information

• Muskoka Watershed Council
www.muskokaheritage.org/watershe_a

• District Municipality of Muskoka
www.muskoka.on.ca

• Parry Sound-Muskoka Stewardship Network
www.ontariostewardship.org/PARRYSOUND/pany.htm

• International Society of Arboriculture
www.isa-arbor.com

• Ontario Professional Forester's Association
www.oDfa.ca

• Ontario Ministry of Agriculture ancl Food
www.gov.on.ca/omafra/english/index.html

• Ontario Ministry of Environment and Energy
www.ene.aov.on.ca

• Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources
wvvw.mnr.aov.on.ca

•  On the i/whqg ftye: Your Handbook f or
Waterfront Living published by the Living By
Water Project.  Available from the Muskoka
Heritage Foundation at (705) 645-7393.
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