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All About Squirrels 
 

Facts About Squirrels 
• There are 22 different species of squirrel found in Canada. Six are tree species, while 16 are 

ground-dwelling species. 

• They are found in every province and territory. 

• They have multi-purpose tails. Tree squirrels like the Eastern Grey Squirrel have bushy tails 
they use to help them balance in high places and as a rudder when jumping from branch to 
branch. Their tails are also used for warmth in winter and for signalling their mood to other 
squirrels.  

• They are eating machines.  Some species within the Sciuridae family, such as chipmunks and 
ground squirrels, have pouches in their cheeks to assist with carrying food for storage or 
consumption.  

• They come in a wide range of sizes. The largest squirrels found in Canada are Hoary Marmots, 
sometimes called “whistle pigs” for the high-pitched sound they make when threatened. Hoary 
Marmots can be up to 80 centimetres long and weigh six kilograms. The smallest squirrel species 
in Canada is the chipmunk, which typically weighs only 50 grams. 

• They help plant trees. While they can be a nuisance to gardeners thanks to their fondness for 
flower bulbs, squirrels play an important role in forest regeneration. As winter approaches, 
squirrels prepare by burying nuts and seeds to help see them through. Inevitably, some of their 
stash will be forgotten and germinate in the spring. 

Source: https://canadiangeographic.ca 
 

Are squirrels harmful? 
Squirrels can harbor pathogens (such as salmonella) that may be harmful to people, but transmission 
has rarely, if ever, been documented. Just like in any mammal, rabies can occur in squirrels, but there 
is no documented case of any person getting rabies from a squirrel. 
 

What To Do About Squirrels 
Squirrels are smart and athletic, which might make them an annoyance. Here’s how to handle squirrel 
conflicts with kindness. 
 

Squirrels are fascinating to watch, photograph and study, and unlike most wildlife, they aren’t shy! But 
their adaptable nature means they’re adept at finding the easiest, best sources of food and shelter, 
even if that food is your bird feeder and that shelter is your attic. 
 

If you've got squirrels driving you nutty, remember that they're only doing what's natural: looking for a 
meal and a safe place to sleep at night. Whether you’d like to stop squirrels from stealing your bird 
seed or you need to evict a squirrel from your attic, try these humane conflict solutions that won’t 
harm the squirrel or their young. 
 

How can I get rid of squirrels in my yard? 
You can’t and shouldn’t get rid of squirrels in your yard, but you can try to thwart them using these 
methods for common squirrel-related yard complaints: 
 

Trees: Protect dwarf or semi-dwarf fruit and nut trees by netting the entire tree for the short period 
when squirrel damage is most likely; protect individual clusters of fruit using individual net or paper 
bags sold as “fruit protection bags.” For taller trees, many orchardists use sheet metal or even pie 
plate baffles taped to the trunk of each tree. Use trunk baffles only during the short time fruit is ripe to 
avoid damaging the tree’s trunk. 
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Flower bulbs: Squirrels will dig up and eat tulip and crocus bulbs, but they don't like daffodils, so 
consider investing your bulb-planting energies in daffodils. For other bulbs, soak them in a repellent 
with Thiram as the active ingredient (and labeled for use as a squirrel repellent) before planting. Lay 
chicken wire over the planting bed or use wire bulb cages. 
 

Lawns: Squirrels bury or cache their winter food supply and rely on their incredible sense of smell to 
relocate their buried treasure.  Any "damage" they create is likely to be so slight that tolerance and 
time are all you need. The lawn will heal itself by spring. Just consider it free aeration for your lawn! 
 

Wood decks and furniture: If squirrels are gnawing on deck railings or wooden lawn furniture, try 
capsaicin-based repellents or lightly rubbing the exposed surfaces with a bar of soap. 
 

What should I do if there’s a squirrel loose in my house? 
A squirrel who has entered a house is there by accident and will be desperate to get out. Place any 
pets in another room. Close all interior doors and open a window or exterior door in the room. Leave 
the squirrel alone, so they can find their way out. (They can jump from a second-story window onto a 
lawn without harming themselves, but don’t let them jump onto concrete.) 
 

If there is no possible exit, set a humane trap baited with peanut butter on the floor near the squirrel 
and leave them alone for a few hours, then release the trapped squirrel outside. Ontario regulations 
prohibit squirrels being re-located more than a kilometre away.  
 

If obtaining a trap isn’t an option, try this method: 

• Put on heavy gloves. 

• Slowly approach the squirrel with the blanket held in front of your body, so that they don’t see a 
human form. 

• Drop the blanket on the squirrel and quickly roll it up, taking care not to put too much weight or 
pressure on them. 

• Take the squirrel in the blanket immediately outside and gently open the blanket on the 
ground, letting the squirrel escape. 

• Once the squirrel is gone, look for and seal any potential entry points. 
 

How can I get rid of squirrels in my attic? How do I keep squirrels out of my house? 
Usually, squirrels living in attics are nesting adult females. They often build their nests near openings, 
such as an unscreened vent or loose or rotten trim boards, and you’ll hear scampering noises as they 
come and go. Juvenile squirrels may also fall into wall cavities and be unable to climb out, making 
scratching noises as they try to escape (and eventually dying if they can’t). Here's what to do if you've 
got squirrels in your attic: 
 

Find the point of entry. Thoroughly inspect the inside of the attic to find the opening(s). If there is no 
way into the attic, inspect the exterior eaves, vents and roof. 
 

Find out if it's a mother squirrel with young. Try to locate her nest (probably made of insulation, 
cardboard and leaves). If it's February through May or August through October, it’s very likely that 
babies are present. In that case, the best thing to do is wait a few weeks until the babies grow old 
enough to leave with their mother. They won't survive without her. Don’t try to trap and relocate the 
family yourself. 
 

Get them out. If you can't wait until the mother and babies leave on their own, hire a professional who 
knows how to reunite mothers with their offspring. If you find the nest and there are no baby squirrels, 
you can try to frighten the adult squirrels into leaving. It might be as easy as banging on the rafters or 
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going into the attic and speaking loudly. You can also try putting a bright light in the attic and leaving it on, 
playing a radio around the clock or putting rags soaked with cider vinegar in the attic (squirrels don't like 
the smell). Or you can just wait until you’re sure all the squirrels have left, which they usually do during the 
day.  
 
Keep them out. Install metal flashing to keep squirrels from re-opening access points into attics. Listen 
carefully after excluding to be sure no squirrel is trapped inside or has gotten back in. Watch closely to 
see if the squirrel keeps trying to get back inside. Mothers will go to extremes to get back to their babies 
and frantic attempts to re-enter are usually strong evidence that young are still inside. In this case, remove 
the patch, let the mother return and watch to see if she moves the litter. If it's cold out, it's best to wait until 
spring before removing the squirrels. Excluding them in the depth of winter might compromise their 
survival. 
 
Check for exposed wiring: Squirrels who have been in attics for a while may have chewed on exposed 
wiring, which might cause a fire. Once they are gone, ask an electrician to closely inspect all exposed 
wiring. 
 
How can I get a squirrel out of my chimney? 
Sometimes squirrels enter chimneys and are unable to climb back out, forcing them to try to get out from 
a fireplace or basement ducts. Assume that the squirrel you hear scrambling in a chimney is trapped, 
unless you’ve got clear evidence that they can climb back out on their own. 
 
Never try to smoke a squirrel or any other animal out of a chimney—a trapped animal or babies too young 
to climb out may die a cruel death and then you’ll also have a decomposing animal in your chimney. Try 
these methods instead: 
 

• Provide an escape route: Hang a three-quarter-inch or thicker rope down the chimney. Tie one end of 
the rope to the top of the chimney before lowering the other end and make certain that the rope is long 
enough to reach the damper or smoke shelf. Don’t lower anything into the chimney that you can’t 
easily retrieve. The squirrel will climb up the rope and escape, usually within a few (daylight) hours. 
Once you’re certain that the squirrel has escaped, remove the rope and cap the chimney with a 
commercially-made cap. 

• Catch and release: If the squirrel cannot or will not leave a fireplace behind glass or a screen, the next 
best option is a suitable live trap. Before opening the doors of the fireplace to set the trap, close any 
interior doors in the room and open an exterior door or window in line of sight from the fireplace, if 
possible, so the squirrel has a way out. If the squirrel gets out of the fireplace, do not chase it. 

• Bait a humane live trap with peanut butter and set it very carefully inside the fireplace. Most squirrels 
will retreat to a back corner of the fireplace as the doors are opened and stay there if you place the live 
trap slowly and quietly just inside the doors. Close the doors and leave the room to wait for the squirrel 
to enter the trap. Take the squirrel outside and carefully open the trap door while standing behind the 
trap. The squirrel will usually bolt immediately out of the trap. If not, you can wedge the door open or 
tie it open with a zip tie and stand back to let the squirrel leave on their own. 

• Call a professional: If more immediate and direct intervention is required to evict squirrels, hire 
professional assistance for your and the squirrel’s safety. 

 
Once you’ve evicted a squirrel, have a chimney cap installed as soon as it is practical to do so. Ask a local 
certified chimney sweep about any local building codes regarding cap installation and check these 
recommendations for good venting practices.  

Source: www.humanesociety.org 
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